Cuba condemns renewed attacks on Gaza
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Déstroyed buildings in the Gaza Strip after an Israeli air strike on October
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Cuba's Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez has strongly condemned the resumption of Israeli
attacks on the Gaza Strip. He also accused the US government of openly supporting them.
“We condemn the renewed Israeli attacks against the Palestinian people in Gaza, with the
declared complicity of the US government,” Rodriguez wrote on Tuesday on X. “The
annihilation of the Palestinian people is Israel's only way to realize its expansionist dreams
of control over the Gaza Strip. Israeli genocide must end immediately,” he added.

On January 13, Cuba formally submitted a statement of intervention in the proceedings for
possible genocide in Gaza at the International Court of Justice in The Hague. In doing so,
Cuba joined Spain, Chile, Ireland, and 10 other states in supporting a complaint filed by
South Africa.

In the document, which is based on Article 63 of the Court's statute, the Cuban government,
according to a statement from its foreign ministry, “shares the concerns raised by the
Republic of South Africa against Israel for genocide in Palestine”. In it, Cuba called the court
the “last hope of the Palestinian people” and warned of a possible collapse in the credibility
of the international legal system built after the Second World War.

In January 2024, Cuba also called for the deployment of an international protection mission
to Gaza. This would have been tasked with ensuring the safety and protection of the
Palestinian civilian population and facilitating the delivery of humanitarian aid and food. “The
impunity with which the Israeli government acts must end. The only way to explain such
behavior is that it is confident that it will not be held accountable for its actions because it
enjoys the support of the US government and other NATO allies,” Rodriguez said at the
time.
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According to local authorities, the latest Israeli attacks have so far killed 506 and injured
more than 900 among the Palestinian civilian population, including many women and
children. Hamas, which controls the Gaza Strip, accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of breaking the truce for domestic political gain in a statement on Tuesday.

In the attacks led by Hamas on October 7, 2023, at least 1,139 people were killed and more
than 200 were captured in Israel. The Gaza Strip Ministry of Health reports that 49,617
Palestinians have been killed and 112,950 wounded since the war began.

Cuba has supported the Palestinian people's struggle for their own state for many decades,
including by providing free university places for aspiring doctors at the International School
of Medical Sciences ELAM. Solidarity with Palestine is also deeply rooted among the Cuban
population. (Cubaheute)
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