
 

China is going to lease a hotel in Havana. 

 
Entrance to the FitCuba tourism fair in Havana's historic Morro fortress (source: 

Cubadebate/X) 

The guest of honor at this year's international tourism fair FitCuba 2025, China, could soon 

lease a hotel in the Cuban capital. According to the party newspaper Granma, Cuba and 

China have signed a memorandum on bilateral cooperation in tourism. They also announced 

their intention to negotiate a lease agreement for the Copacabana Hotel in Havana. 

However, no details were given as to which Chinese company could take over the hotel or 

when this might happen. 

Dai Bin, president of the Chinese Tourism Academy and part of the delegation at FitCuba, 

expressed optimism and spoke of “promising prospects” for bilateral cooperation. He pointed 

to the “stable growth” of tourism between the two countries and a 48.6 percent increase in 

Chinese visitor numbers to Cuba last year compared to 2023. 

According to China's ambassador to Cuba, Hua Xin, the increase was even higher than 50 

percent. In 2024, more than 27,000 Chinese visited the Caribbean island – a modest number 

compared to other source markets, even given the current decline. Chinese Vice Minister of 

Culture Rao Quan described FitCuba's dedication to his country as a “demonstration of the 

special friendship” between Beijing and Havana. Quan said they had traveled to Cuba to 

deepen cooperation in tourism. 

Dai Bin said that work was underway to make Cuba the most important aviation hub 

between China and the Caribbean and the top destination for Chinese tourists in the region. 

The aim is also to develop joint multi-stop tours, deepen cultural understanding, and improve 

the adaptability of travel services and customer groups. 
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Last year, the Havana-Beijing flight connection was reestablished, which Prime Minister 

Manuel Marrero described as a “milestone” at the opening of FitCuba. In addition, Cuba 

abolished visa requirements for Chinese tourists last year. 

The Cuban government is aiming for 2.6 million visitors this year, after only 2.2 million 

tourists arrived on the island last year. However, given a decline of almost 30 percent in the 

first quarter of 2025 compared to the previous year, this target seems hardly achievable. 

To revive the sector, Marrero announced “structural reforms” at FitCuba to “save” the ailing 

tourism industry. The reform package is to include new modes for international cooperation 

projects such as hotel leasing. In addition, the legal framework for foreign investment will be 

improved and more opportunities for foreign currency payments will be created. In the future, 

airline tickets and hotel services will also be payable in foreign currency cash. “We are giving 

entrepreneurs more powers, improving their competitiveness and enabling them to manage 

their revenues more flexibly,” Marrero said. The health fee for entry into the country will be 

abolished, which should reduce costs for travel providers. (Cubaheute) 
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